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Ith spectacular natural vistas, cool
breezes and the entrancing sound
of crashing waves, the Atlantic coast
1= an alluring location for a weekend
getaway. 50 when a Manhattan couple

with a young son found a unique property located on
Mecox Bay In the Homptons, they decided to build just
such a retreat The result is a three-level steeland-concrete
structure clad with western red cedar siding that will
weather over time like a plece of diftwood. “The cedar will
ultimately end up matching the boardwalk and the deck on
the side of the pool,” explains archiect Viola Rouhant. “The
goal 1s for the bullding to really recede and allow nature to
be the star of the show™

To prepare the sandy ot for construction, contractor
Joe Lynch demolished the arginal home that once stood
on the site and created a stable foundation for the new
one by driving 75 wood pilings 40 feet into the ground.

"There was an enommaous amount of engineering required
to make the foundation wark,” Lynch says. The modern
structure has two volumes: one for the public spaces, and
the other for more Intimate spaces. A central core housing
the maln stalrcase inks them and frames an occean view
that Is wisible from the large expanse of glass at the front
entrance. "It was very iImportant to us that there be an
Indication as you approach the house that there Is this
beautiful landscape on the other side,” Rouhanl explains.
Indead, Rouhant's design features floor-to-celling

windows facing the bay to the west and curated views of
the ocean to the east. To maintain the minimalistic look
her chients’ envisioned, the architect eschewed draperes
In favor of shades that are concealed in the celling and
wood screens on the exterion. “The architectural screening
creates beautiful shadow patterns In the space,” says
Interior designer Eleanor Donnelly, who selected finishes
and designed many of the home's fumishings. In the open

Opposite: The home's codar siding has boon baid out in baizontal and vertical onentations for both acsthotics and
Tunctiorality The hortronkad beards halp ceale an exterior bakcomy an the second floar, and the varlical boards farm
i onceals an caldoos shower, storage and other ublitaran functions on the lower 1. Thiz ancdised
aluminum door and window sysiem 5 by Arcdia,

Belowe A sectional from Vissso, covered in a fabric blend from Maharam, and a pair of brushed siainiess stesl-and
wicker chairs by Fritz Harsen from Hiwe in Portland, Oregon, form a rofased soating arca in the o room. Tha cusiom
codedail table has a back stoal basa by Battke Iron & Bronea and a bluestone 1og.
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white Formlca cabinetry that conceals a bar, additional
refrigeration and storage. “It's an Industrial finish that
holds up to family Iife and entertaining,” Donnelfy explains.
“Everything kind of happens In one large space, 50 we
needed to house a lot of the clutter and mess of everyday
Iife behind doors”

The gleaming white bullt-in complements the custom
kliichen cabinetry, which 1s made of a wood veneer that
resembles driftwood. The open space also Includes areas
for dining and conversation In front of a bluestone-clad
fireplace, which echoes the soothing palette of blue-
green hues that can be found throughout the house. "Vicka
and | beliewe In a minimal palette. functional spaces and

kitchen, for example, Dennelly Incorporated custom bulit-in
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honesty In materals,” Donnelly says. "We fried to repeat
the materals and color throughout. 5o that the design

Is cohesive and you have one experience versus many
different moments that are collected together”

Custom shelving continues In the third-floor hallway, this
time made of walnut. The material reappears in the ive-
edge dining table In the great room and custom cabinetry In
a casual den on the top floor, which has a screened-in porch
owerlooking the bay. The view from that space Is Rouhani's
favorite thing about the modern abode. It gives the sensa
of being on your own perch elevated above the water with
views In all directions,” she explains. *“We hoped to recreate
the quintessential beach house that brings the outdoors In
and the Indoors ouwt, and | think we accomplished that™ 12

Bbover | andsmpa dasigner Chiis
LaGuard craxied a plan o eplicn
the original deck with 2 moee compad
warsion made of mahogany and
remove imasive plant species,

az well 3= installod nathve grassos
and wagatation. The adjustablc
beach chairs e from Dedon,

Opposite, dodosize from top lefc
The shicase's floaing reads are
mnadi of i whits ook A bed
fom Modamio = postioned 1o ko
advantaga of the Mooox Bay vows:
Custom walnut cabinatny offors sic
i the uprstairs halbeoy Cnysiol Beodhoes
of_Adkneridcin by Matthow Carbona
rersickers in tha Family soom.




